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Use of mental or cognitive maps in interrogating the urban realm. Relational and
collective mappings. Devices of mapping. How to map community? What kinds of maps
are required today? How to map the nation?

Participants: Doina Petrescu, Nishat Awan, Kim Trogal, Supreeya Wungpatcharapon,
Tim Neal.

Session notes

Mental / Cognitive maps

Nishat showed some maps she had been working on for her research.

N: I have carried out some interviews with the Kurdish community in North
London. Asking them to draw a map of Kurdistan that they have in their minds.
Kurdistan is chosen as it is not a country but only really exists in the imagination of the
Kurdish people. The interviews were recorded on video and I asked people to draw the
map whilst I was chatting with them about their life, Kurdistan etc.

D: The maps don’t show the words. Don’t extract the maps from what they are
saying – this could be seen as a misrepresentation. Think about the accuracy of the
representation, the context of production. The maps might not be the main aim of the
interview but a by-product of the process.
What was your question for the ‘Bring a Map’ presentation?

N: Does where you are affect what you draw?

D: So the maps need a representation that is proper to the culture. Which are the
signs that are relevant? Roland Barthes in his book on Japan refers to ‘signs’ as
descriptions. What is mental mapping? What is the context of it as an architectural tool?

K: In an architectural context, mental mapping has been used by Kevin Lynch for
example.  How does how we speak about mental mapping now differ?

S: The book on ‘Townscapes’ by Cullen also uses the idea of mental mapping.

N: There is also the idea of ‘cognitive mapping’.



D: It is in the context of the sixties with Jameson’s critique of capitalism:
‘Postmodernism or the Cultural Logic of Late Capitalism’, where he mentions the need
for ‘new cognitive maps’. In architecture the context was the non-plan movement and
the beginning of using participation. There was a need in architecture for a tool and
mental/cognitive mapping was one solution. A way of opening up architectural tools to
the users of the space.
Your mapping is a describing of home through drawing – showing the unknown or the
unconscious.

Relational and collective mapping

D: There are also relational maps that describe relations independent of the map or
collective mapping that is a mapping with another – it is negotiated and empowering.
How are these architectural tools and can they empower the users?
Also a mapping of territories, like the Anselm Franke ‘Territories’ exhibition catalogue.
The marking of an area or the importance of territory for all animals is spoken about in
the work of Deleuze and Guattari. What of humans? A chapter in A Thousand Plateaus is
about birds singing to mark their territory.

Tim introduces his research on English migration to rural France. He is preparing to move to
France to carry out ethnographic research around ‘home’ in this context. He is interested in how
to map the idea of home in conversations / interviews with the people there.

Devices of mapping

D: You can also use everyday objects in mapping/participation. Kim in her diploma
project used a cake for consultation.

K: I carried out a consultation in Foxhill and made a model of the buildings in the
area using cake. The participants moved the cake around and ate it to adapt their
environment.

D: The table can at which you speak can be set-up with tablecloth, objects etc. My
essay in the book Material Matters is about the role of objects in mapping and creating
democracy, referring to Bruno Latour. It should also be about the material aspects of
maps - not just mental mapping but material mapping.

How to map community? What kinds of maps are required today?

D: How to map a community. Do you need to map networks and organisations? It
is a relational mapping. For example the Else/where mapping catalogue and also the
work by city mine(d) on collective subjective mapping.

Kim showed a map by Bureau d’etudes that she liked but found very complex.



D: I brought the same map to the ‘Bring a Map’ presentation with the question:
What kinds of maps do we need today? We require new codes, new rules for mapping
that deal with new needs. It is mapping the invisible, the organisational structure. These
maps are a knowledge production – is this enough for architects? If others are doing
maps with you, what are they taking from it?

How to map the nation?

Supreeya gave an overview of the book, ‘Siam Mapped’ by Thongchai Winichakul.

S: The maps are about Buddhism, cosmology and the military and speak of how
maps are ways of creating nations.
In Siam they had a different concept than the west of a boundary. Instead of being a line,
the boundary is thick and is an in-between area that is a shared resource rather than a
line of division. This idea changed with colonial mapping practices that only dealt in
black and white rather than ambiguities. It was also a shift from an unbounded notion of
space to a bounded notion. Colonial maps were also instruments of control.

D: Richard Sennett speaks about the difference between a boundary and a border in
an article on ‘Democratic Spaces’. Whilst the boundary is a static, separating device, the
border is dynamic and perforated and can be a shared resource.
He also writes about two types of democracy: Deliberative (representative) and
Associative (participative) democracy. Each requires a different kind of space to operate
in and he analyses two types of spaces in Ancient Greece that embodied these two
approaches.
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